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Degree Requirements
Master of Arts in Education

The Master of Arts in Education (MAEd) program for students seeking
elementary teacher certification in grades 1-6 requires 48 credit units
of professional education courses, including 8 credit units of student
teaching during the final semester. The courses are typically completed
in three semesters, with one summer course aer the spring semester
of the program.

• The first fall semester consists of foundation courses in education,
including educational psychology and teaching reading courses.

• Spring includes the curriculum and instruction block, which
involves courses in the basic subject areas as well as a field seminar
requiring 50 hours of classroom experience.

• Summer consists of a course in the education and psychology of
exceptional children.

• The second fall semester, which is the final semester of the
program, includes 16 weeks of student teaching as well as courses
for reading and creating a teaching portfolio. Given the intensity
of the academic requirements during this final semester of study,
students must focus wholly on their culminating field experience
and will not be able to accept outside employment. 

Aer students successfully complete the program and the state-
mandated certification assessments, they are eligible for initial teacher
certification in Missouri for elementary education grades 1 through 6.
States all have their own unique requirements for teacher certification,
but many have reciprocity agreements to allow currently certified
teachers to transfer their teaching credentials to a new state. Teachers
may have to meet some additional state requirements, but for most
states, transferring teacher certification is fairly straightforward.

Master of Arts in Teaching

The Master of Arts in Teaching program for students seeking secondary
teacher certification requires at least 36 units of professional education
courses in addition to 12 graduate credit units in their teaching subject
area during semesters when their schedules allow. The courses are
typically completed in four semesters.

• The first fall semester includes professional education courses in
adolescent development and a foundations of education course,
along with appropriate courses in the content area.

• The second semester includes educational psychology courses
with 30 clock-hours of classroom experience and appropriate
content area courses.

• The third semester includes a field experience seminar requiring
50 clock-hours of classroom experience, a 2-unit Curriculum and
Instruction for Secondary Education course in addition to a lab
associated with the chosen content area, a reading intervention
course, and a content area course, if necessary.

• The final (fourth) semester consists of 16 weeks of student teaching
(8 credit units) as well as courses for reading in the content area
and a teaching-learning process course. Given the intensity of
the academic requirements during this final semester of study,
students must focus wholly on their culminating field experience
and will not be able to accept outside employment. 

Aer students successfully complete the program and the state-
mandated certification assessments, they are eligible for initial teacher
certification in Missouri for their selected subject area. States all have
their own unique requirements for teacher certification, but many have
reciprocity agreements to allow currently certified teachers to transfer
their teaching credentials to a new state. Teachers may have to meet
some additional state requirements, but for most states, transferring
teacher certification is fairly straightforward.

Students may be certified in the following content areas:

• For grades 5 through 9: Language Arts, Mathematics, Science,
Social Science

• For grades 9 through 12: Biology, Chemistry, Earth Science, English,
Physics, Mathematics, Social Science (including history, political
science, economics, geography, and behavioral sciences such as
psychology, sociology, and anthropology)

• For grades K through 12: Art, Dance, World Language (Latin,
Chinese, French, German, Japanese, Russian, Spanish)

Students must fulfill specific content area requirements through either
undergraduate course work and/or the 12 credit units of subject area
graduate courses required for the Master of Arts in Teaching program.
It is strongly suggested that students apply for a subject in which they
have completed (or will complete) a bachelor's degree (or earned the
equivalent to an undergraduate major).

Accelerated AB/MAT Program

The Accelerated AB/MAT Program allows qualified Washington
University undergraduates to complete a Master of Arts in Teaching
(MAT) degree in one year aer completing the AB degree. The
undergraduate and graduate degrees are awarded sequentially, if
approved, with admission to the master's degree program in the fall
semester following the completion of the undergraduate degree. The
program is available only to students currently in their senior year and
only for continuous enrollment the next year. There is no option for
deferred admission.

To qualify for the AB/MAT program, undergraduate students must have
completed 30 to 36 credit units of content area courses (content areas
listed below) with at least 12 credit units taken at the 500/5000 level.
In addition, as undergraduates, students will need to take 10 credits
of professional education courses (Educ 313B, Educ 408, Educ 4052,
Educ 4053) and a 3-credit foundations of education course (Educ 301C,
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Educ 453B, Educ 459F, Educ 462, or Educ 481W) prior to the fih year.
The accelerated program allows Washington University undergraduates
to complete an MAT degree in one academic year by applying up to 16
credit units taken as an undergraduate at the 500/5000 level or above.

• The first semester of the MAT includes a field experience seminar
requiring 50 clock-hours of classroom experience, a 2-unit
Curriculum and Instruction for Secondary Education course
in addition to a lab associated with the chosen content area,
a reading intervention course, and a content area course, if
necessary.

• The second semester consists of 16 weeks of student teaching
(8 credit units) as well as courses for reading in the content area
and a teaching-learning process course. Given the intensity of
the academic requirements during this final semester of study,
students must focus wholly on their culminating field experience
and will not be able to accept outside employment or register for
any additional course work. 

Aer students successfully complete the program and the state-
mandated certification assessments, they are eligible for initial teacher
certification in Missouri for their selected subject area. States all have
their own unique requirements for teacher certification, but many have
reciprocity agreements to allow currently certified teachers to transfer
their teaching credentials to a new state. Teachers may have to meet
additional state requirements, but for most states, transferring teaching
certification is fairly straightforward.

Students may be certified in the following content areas:

• For grades 5 through 9: Language Arts, Mathematics, Science,
Social Science

• For grades 9 through 12: Biology, Chemistry, Earth Science, English,
Physics, Mathematics, Social Science (including history, political
science, economics, geography, and behavioral sciences such as
psychology, sociology, and anthropology)

• For grades K through 12: Art, Dance, World Language (Latin,
Chinese, French, German, Japanese, Russian, Spanish)

It is strongly suggested that students apply for a subject in which they
have completed (or will complete) a bachelor's degree (or earned the
credits equivalent to an undergraduate major).

Doctor of Philosophy in
Education

Our doctoral program is a six-year program that provides two main
concentration pathways of study: Educational Policy Studies and
Educational Psychology. Students work closely with their mentor(s)
to develop expertise in their area of interest, and this research training
is supplemented by required course work in methodology and the
history of education. Additional course work may be undertaken as
needed. Required and elective courses provide students with a broad
understanding of scholarship and research in education. Many courses
have fieldwork and research components, and they are designed to
prepare students for meeting the qualifying examination requirements
and for dissertation research and writing. By the third year, students
should be completing their courses and submitting a qualifying

portfolio of written work before entering the dissertation phase of
the program. Students must have a dissertation proposal approved,
generally by the fourth year, before they continue with the bulk of
their research and writing for the dissertation. A dissertation is then
completed and defended, usually by the end of the sixth year of study.
Integrating teaching and research with scholarly development involves
the doctoral candidate in the central responsibilities of the professional
educator. An advantage of a small department within Arts & Sciences
is that students have multiple opportunities to work closely with many
of the faculty in the department. In addition, the university offers a
climate that supports interdisciplinary conversations across schools,
departments and programs. As Department of Education faculty, we
encourage students to pursue learning experiences and contacts with
faculty in other programs. Students encounter a diversity of disciplinary
perspectives within and outside of the Department of Education so that
they may acquire a broad understanding of the field.

Graduate Certificate in Higher
Education

Doctoral students interested in pursuing a Graduate Certificate in
Higher Education must take a total of either four courses (12 total credit
units) or three courses (9 total credit units) and engage in a 3-credit-
unit Mentored Experience in Higher Education (MEHE) through the
Department of Education. Students will complete only one course from
each of the following course groupings until their 9- or 12-credit-unit
requirement has been met: (1) Foundations of Education, Assessment,
and Evaluation; (2) Diversity and Inclusion in Education; and (3) Critical
Issues in Higher Education. Students may elect to take a further course
in Critical Issues in Higher Education or to enroll in an MEHE. To enroll
in an MEHE, the student consults with the practicum supervisor, and
then the MEHE must be approved by the director of graduate studies in
the Department of Education.
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