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Urban Studies
Why is the study of urban life — of living in cities — an important area of
study? The answer is simple. As a result of increasing urbanization (i.e.,
the dynamics that result from people moving into densely populated
areas), worldwide projections show that increases in urban populations
are occurring everywhere. World cities are growing by one million
people per week, and demographers suggest that, by 2050, more than
two-thirds of the planet's population will be urban dwellers. The issues
that affect our densely populated cities and the people who inhabit
them will be the focus of substantive research and policy debates in the
21st century. Because we seek to prepare our students to be leaders on
the world stage, the in-depth study of urbanism and urbanization on
both the national and international scales is critical.

The Graduate Certificate Program in Urban Studies is administered by
the Urban Studies program and the Office of Graduate Studies, Arts &
Sciences. The Urban Studies program director, Professor Carol Camp
Yeakey, is responsible for the Graduate Certificate Program.

Contact: Carol Camp-Yeakey

Phone: 314-935-6241

Email: cyeakey@wustl.edu

Website: https://urbanstudies.wustl.edu/graduate-
certificate

Faculty
Founding Director

Carol Camp Yeakey (https://education.wustl.edu/people/carol-
camp-yeakey/) 
Marshall S. Snow Professor of Arts & Sciences 
Founding Director, Interdisciplinary Program in Urban Studies 
Founding Director, Center on Urban Research & Public Policy 
PhD, Northwestern University 
(Education and Social Policy)

Professors (partial listing)

John G. Baugh Jr. (http://psychweb.wustl.edu/people/john-
baugh/) 
Margaret Bush Wilson Professor in Arts & Sciences 
PhD, University of Pennsylvania 
(Linguistics)

John R. Bowen (https://anthropology.wustl.edu/people/john-
bowen/) 
Dunbar–Van Cleve Professor in Arts & Sciences 
PhD, University of Chicago 
(Anthropology)

Adrienne D. Davis (https://law.wustl.edu/faculty-staff-directory/
profile/adrienne-davis/) 
William M. Van Cleve Professor of Law 
JD, Yale University 
(Law)

Gerald L. Early (https://english.wustl.edu/people/gerald-early/) 
Merle Kling Professor of Modern Letters 
PhD, Cornell University 
(English)

Steven Fazzari (https://economics.wustl.edu/people/steven-
fazzari/) 
Bert A. and Jeanette L. Lynch Distinguished Professor of Economics 
PhD, Stanford University 
(Economics)

James L. Gibson (https://polisci.wustl.edu/people/james-l-
gibson/) 
Sidney W. Souers Professor of Government 
PhD, University of Iowa 
(Political Science)

John Hoal (https://samfoxschool.wustl.edu/people/faculty/150-
john-hoal/) 
PhD, Washington University 
(Architecture)

Bruce Lindsey (https://samfoxschool.wustl.edu/people/
faculty/164-bruce-lindsey/) 
E. Desmond Lee Professor for Community Collaboration, 
  Sam Fox School of Design & Visual Arts 
MArch, Yale University 
(Architecture)

William R. Lowry (https://polisci.wustl.edu/people/william-
lowry/) 
PhD, Stanford University 
(Political Science)

Eric Mumford (https://samfoxschool.wustl.edu/people/
faculty/174-eric-mumford/) 
Rebecca & John Voyles Professor of Architecture 
PhD, Princeton University 
(Architecture)

Kimberly Jade Norwood (http://law.wustl.edu/faculty_profiles/
profiles.aspx?id=303) 
Henry H. Oberschelp Professor of Law 
JD, University of Missouri 
(Law)

Timothy H. Parsons (https://history.wustl.edu/people/timothy-
parsons/) 
PhD, Johns Hopkins University 
(History)

Will R. Ross (https://renal.wustl.edu/bio/will-ross-md-mph/) 
Alumni Endowed Professor of Medicine 
MD, Washington University 
(Medicine)

Vetta L. Sanders Thompson (https://brownschool.wustl.edu/
Faculty-and-Research/Pages/Vetta-Sanders-Thompson.aspx) 
E. Desmond Lee Professor of Racial and Ethnic Diversity 
PhD, Duke University 
(Social Work)
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Karen L. Tokarz (https://law.wustl.edu/faculty-staff-directory/
profile/karen-tokarz/) 
Charles Nagel Professor of Public Interest Law & Policy 
JD, Saint Louis University 
LLM, University of California, Berkeley 
(Law)

Denise Ward-Brown (https://samfoxschool.wustl.edu/people/
faculty/72-denise-ward-brown/) 
MFA, Howard University 
(Art)

James V. Wertsch (https://anthropology.wustl.edu/people/james-
wertsch/) 
David R. Francis Distinguished Professor 
PhD, University of Chicago 
(Anthropology)

Rafia Zafar (https://english.wustl.edu/people/rafia-zafar/) 
PhD, Harvard University 
(English)

Associate Professors

Sheretta Tekise Butler-Barnes (http://urbanstudies.wustl.edu/
people/sheretta-butler-barnes/) 
PhD, Wayne State University 
(Social Work)

Lingchei Letty Chen (https://ealc.wustl.edu/people/lingchei-
letty-chen/) 
PhD, Columbia University 
(East Asian Languages and Cultures)

Rowhea Elmesky (https://education.wustl.edu/people/rowhea-
elmesky/) 
PhD, Florida State University 
(Education)

Clarissa Hayward (https://polisci.wustl.edu/people/clarissa-rile-
hayward/) 
PhD, Yale University 
(Political Science)

Shanti A. Parikh (https://anthropology.wustl.edu/people/shanti-
parikh/) 
PhD, Yale University 
(Anthropology)

Sunita A. Parikh (https://polisci.wustl.edu/people/sunita-parikh/)

PhD, University of Chicago 
(Political Science)

Michelle A. Purdy (http://education.wustl.edu/people/michelle-
purdy/) 
PhD, Emory University 
(Education)

Nancy Y. Reynolds (https://history.wustl.edu/people/nancy-
reynolds/) 
PhD, Stanford University 
(History)

Assistant Professor

Ebony M. Duncan-Shippy (https://education.wustl.edu/people/
ebony-m-duncan-shippy/) 
PhD, Vanderbilt University 
(Sociology; Education)

Senior Lecturer

Gay Goldman Lorberbaum (https://samfoxschool.wustl.edu/
people/faculty/166-gay-lorberbaum/) 
MArch, Washington University 
(Architecture)

Degree Requirements
Graduate Certificate in Urban
Studies

The Graduate Certificate in Urban Studies is open to PhD students in
any discipline. It is administered by the Center on Urban Research and
Public Policy in accordance with the general requirements for graduate
certificates of the Office of Graduate Studies, Arts & Sciences.

Specifically, the graduate certificate requires the successful completion
of five courses (two core courses and three electives) for a total of 15
graduate units. A maximum of two of these five courses may also be
counted toward the PhD.
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