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Mentored Experience
Implementation Plan

As part of their degree requirements, PhD students must complete a
program-defined Mentored Experience Requirement (MER) as per these
guidelines. The Mentored Experience Implementation Plan (MEIP) is the
written articulation of a program-defined degree requirement for PhD
students to engage in mentored teaching activities and/or mentored
professional activities, collectively referred to as MERs.

Mentored Experience
Requirements (MERs)

Philosophy of Teaching

In EEPS, mentored experiences are essential for PhD education. Our
philosophy is grounded in the idea that all PhDs should master the
ability to articulate scientific ideas in a clear and engaging manner.

Mentored Teaching Experiences are a platform for students to sharpen
their communication skills and deepen their understanding of
fundamental concepts in the field.

Mentored Professional Experiences are encouraged but not required.
These offer an opportunity for students to apply their theoretical
knowledge in practical, real-world contexts, and they are particularly
valuable for students who plan careers outside of academia.

Preparatory Engagement

Preparatory Engagement activities are those that represent an
introduction to the foundational skills associated with teaching or
communication. Pedagogical preparation engagement activities
are normally completed before students are permitted to engage in
assisting or teaching in a classroom.

All students are required to do the following:
1. Attend an EEPS graduate student orientation, which includes
information about mentored teaching.

2. Attend a 90-minute Center for Teaching and Learning workshop.

3. Enrollin EEPS 5950 First-Year Seminar, which includes sessions on
teaching, communication, and professionalism.
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Mentored Teaching Experiences
(MTEs)

Assistant in Instruction (Al)

An Assistant in Instruction (Al) is a PhD student who is directly engaged
in the organization, instruction, and/or support of a semester-long
course primarily taught by a faculty member. An Al receives mentorship
from a faculty member related to best practices in classroom
engagement, instruction in the field, interpersonal engagement, and
other relevant skills. Students and mentors complete a mentorship plan
prior to the start of each Al experience. To complete each Al assignment
and to ensure that it applies toward their degree requirements,
students must register for the appropriate course number for each
semester of engagement. Refer to the "Required Pathways for
Completion" section below for course numbers and details.

Students will complete two Al assignments at 15 MER units each.
Assignments are determined by the department in consultation with
course instructors.

Required Pathways for Completion

Students work with their faculty mentor and their Director of Graduate

Studies to plan how and when they will complete their MERs. Students
register during the normal registration period for courses in accordance
with one of these approved pathways.

« Preparatory Engagement

’ASGS 8015 Take two times

Optional Activity: Professional
Intensive Pathway (PIP)

The PIP is an optional pathway for those students whose career
interests lie outside of academia or who want to benefit from mentored
professional experiences (MPEs). An MPE is an unpaid professional
experience for PhD students that allows students to develop skills and
experiences relevant to their intended career outcomes. Students and
mentors complete a mentorship plan prior to the start of each MPE.
Students who are interested in participating in this elective experience
must formally request to participate, which is subject to program
approval. Due to this experience being an elective, unpaid experience,
students who participate in the PIP will not receive compensation.

Students may opt to complete one MPE as a Professional Intensive
Pathway.

Optional Pathway
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