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Contact: Graduate Program Administrator:
Germanic Languages and Literatures

Phone: 314-935-5170

Email: german@wustl.edu

Mentored Experience
Implementation Plan

As part of their degree requirements, PhD students must complete a
program-defined Mentored Experience Requirement (MER) as per these
guidelines. The Mentored Experience Implementation Plan (MEIP) is the
written articulation of a program-defined degree requirement for PhD
students to engage in mentored teaching activities and/or mentored
professional activities, collectively referred to as MERs.

Mentored Experience
Requirements (MERs)

Philosophy of Teaching

German Languages and Literatures Philosophy of Teaching includes the
following:

« Close mentoring of graduate students as they develop as teachers,
scholars, and professionals.

« Preparing students for a variety of career options both within
academia and in other sectors. We believe that both teaching
and internship opportunities are critical for developing skills
that translate across professional fields: organization, time
management, flexibility and adaptability, public speaking, and
the ability to give and receive constructive feedback. All students
should have the opportunity to (and be encouraged to) take
advantage of both Mentored Professional Experiences and
Mentored Teaching Experiencess during their course of study.

« Specific values for Mentored Teaching Experiences:

+ Thoughtful and intentional pedagogical training that includes
an introduction to teaching in the profession, theories of
second-language acquisition, and practical methods for
classroom management and teaching.

Preparing students who hope to pursue academic jobs for
teaching expectations at a variety of types of institutions
(including those where they may be asked to do multiple
language courses in addition to language/culture content
courses).

+ Maintaining a supportive, collaborative teaching culture
(facilitated through observation, conversation, and
constructive feedback sessions).
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+ Providing opportunities for students to develop increasing
independence and responsibility as teachers, beginning with
co-teaching and potentially having the chance to teach as the
instructor of record.

Preparatory Engagement

Preparatory Engagement activities are those that represent an
introduction to the foundational skills associated with teaching or
communication. Pedagogical preparation engagement activities
are normally completed before students are permitted to engage in
assisting or teaching in a classroom.

All students are required to take GERMAN 5051 and 5052. GERMAN 5053
is required for students who have no previous foreign language teacher
training.

1. GERMAN 5051 Introduction to the Teaching of German (1-credit
course taken Spring Year 1 prior to first Assistant in Instruction [Al]
or Mentored Independent Teaching [MIT] experience)

2. GERMAN 5052 Teaching Practicum (1-credit course; corequisite
taken during first year of Al/MIT)

3. GERMAN 5053 Theories of FL Pedagogy (2-credit course;
corequisite taken during first year of Al/MIT)

2 to 4 credits (Credits are included in the 51 total for the German PhD
degree of 63 total for the dual German/Comparative Literature PhD.)

Mentored Teaching Experiences
(MTEs)

Assistant in Instruction (Al)

An Assistant in Instruction (Al) is a PhD student who is directly engaged
in the organization, instruction, and/or support of a semester-long
course primarily taught by a faculty member. An Al receives mentorship
from a faculty member related to best practices in classroom
engagement, instruction in the field, interpersonal engagement, and
other relevant skills. Students and mentors complete a mentorship plan
prior to the start of each Al experience. To complete each Al assignment
and to ensure that it applies toward their degree requirements,
students must register for the appropriate course number for each
semester of engagement. Refer to the "Required Pathways for
Completion" section below for course numbers and details.

German offers Al opportunities for 5, 10, or 15 units. A minimum of
three Al engagements or 35 units are required.
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Observation/Guest Teaching Al (5 MER
Units)

+ Observing/Guest Teaching Al in 4000-level literature/culture
courses in German, undergraduate seminar or lecture in another
humanities department taught in English

« Tasks: Al confers with instructor of record about syllabus and
class goals, assists with group work, leads two discussions or
lectures.

« Frequency: Attends all class sessions, 3 hours a week for 14
weeks

Beginning Language Teaching or
Observation/Guest Teaching AI (10 MER
units)

+ Alin Language courses 1010-2020

« Tasks: Al meets weekly with instructor of record, assists with
group work and grading homework assignments, holds one
office hour a week.

+ Frequency: Depending on level experience, Al may start with
designing a single activity for a lesson but will eventually take
over teaching one day a week.

+ Observing/Guest Teaching Al in 4000-level literature/culture
courses in German, undergraduate seminar or lecture in another
humanities department taught in English language.

« Tasks: Al duties of 5-unit Observation/Guest Teaching Al, and
in addition holds office hours and assists with test/quiz/essay
writing or grading.

+ Frequency: 3 hours a week for 14 weeks

Advanced Language Teaching or
Observation/Guest Teaching Al (15 MER
Units)

« Teaching Alin Language courses 1010-2020 (advanced teaching):
+ Tasks: Al duties of a 10-unit Teaching Al and in addition creates
and participates in writing and evaluating assignments.

+ Frequency: Al begins teaching one day a week with the
opportunity for additional days of teaching after the midpoint
of the semester.

+ Teaching Alin Language courses 3010-3020:

« Tasks: Duties of a 10-unit Teaching Al and in addition, grades
first drafts of essays.

« Frequency: Al teaches weekly writing tutorial and guest teaches
in main section two times during the semester.

« Teaching Discussion Section of a Lecture course (e.g., GERMAN
3310)

+ Tasks: Duties of a 10-unit Observation/Guest Teaching Al

« Frequency: Al teaches weekly discussion section and guest
teaches in main section once during semester.

+ Observing/Guest Teaching Al in 4000-level literature/culture
courses in German, undergraduate seminar or lecture in another
humanities department taught in English
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« Tasks: Duties of 10-unit Observation/Guest Teaching Al, and
in addition, student creates a fully fleshed out portfolio-
worthy syllabus for a course teachable at an institution such as
Washington University.

« Frequency: 3 hours a week for 14 weeks

Mentored Independent Teaching
(MIT)

MIT is a semester-long experience for PhD students who engage as the
primary instructor or co-instructor of a course under the mentorship of
a faculty member as part of the MER. Students and mentors complete a
mentorship plan prior to the start of each MIT experience. To complete
each MIT assignment and to ensure that it applies toward their degree
requirements, students must register for the appropriate course
number (ASGS 8020) for each semester of engagement. Refer to the
"Required Pathways for Completion" section below for more details.

German’s MIT is optional and available to students who have completed
the 35 MER unit core. An MIT engagement is equal to 20 MER units:

« Instructor of Record for GERMAN 3130 (Conversational
German)
« Tasks: Student designs the syllabus and is fully responsible for
creating course content

« Teaching frequency: 90 minutes per week (1-credit course)

« Instructor of Record for Language Course GERMAN 1010-2010
« Tasks: Student is fully responsible for teaching the course,
using syllabus and materials developed by faculty mentor

« Teaching frequency: 3 hours a week (3-credit course)

« Instructor of Record for English-language Course in Women,
Gender, and Sexuality Studies, the Writing Program, or
Global Studies

+ Tasks: Follows guidelines of the other department

Mentored Professional Experiences
(MPEs)

The MPE is an unpaid professional experience for PhD students

that allows students to develop skills and experiences relevant to
their intended career outcomes. Students and mentors complete

a mentorship plan prior to the start of each MPE. To complete each
MPE assignment and to ensure that it applies toward their degree
requirements, students must submit the Mentorship Registration
Request form for approval and register for the appropriate course
number (ASGS 8120) for each semester of engagement. Refer to the
"Required Pathways for Completion" section below for more details.

MPE for German is optional. Up to three MPE engagements at 60 MER
units each are allowed.

MPE placements may be on or off campus; recent placements include
the Arts & Sciences College Office, Olin Library, Special Collections,
Center for the Humanities, Public Scholarship, the Missouri Botanical
Garden, and the Missouri History Museum. Students will be matched
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according to their scholarly interests and/or the professional skills they
are looking to develop. Students lay out their responsibilities prior to
beginning the MPE that is signed by them and their mentors. They are
evaluated at the end of the MPE.

Required Pathways for Completion

Students work with their faculty mentor and their Director of Graduate

Studies to plan how and when they will complete their MERs. Students
register during the normal registration period for courses in accordance
with one of these approved pathways.

Requirement: 95 units total of MTE and MPE Experiences with a
core and three potential tracks.

“Core” = 35 units of Al experiences (minimum one language course
Al and one round of observing/syllabus writing Al). Most students will
complete Core A. Cores B and C are available options for students who
come with more teaching experience or who would like more varied
observational experiences in advanced courses or in courses outside of
the German department.

A 0x5+2x10+1x15
B.2x5+1x10+1x15
C.1x5+0x10+2x15

Three potential tracks = 60 units of varied numbers of advanced Al (15
unit), MPE (20 unit), or MIT (20 unit) experiences, depending on the
student's professional goals.

Track 1 — Goal: Diverse Teaching/Professional Portfolio = 95
units

« Core: 2x Teaching Al/Language courses (10 units) + 1x Observation
Al (15 units) = 35 units
« Track requirements can be fulfilled through the following:
+ 2xTeaching Al (15) + 1x Observation Al (10 units) + 1 MPE (20) =
60 units
+ 1xTeaching Al (10) + 1x Observation Al (10 units) + 2 MPE (20) =
60 units

Track 2 — Goal: Independent Teaching = 95 units

« Core: 2x Teaching Al/Language courses (10 units) + 1x Observation
Al (15 units) = 35 units
« Track requirements can be fulfilled through the following:
+ 2x Teaching Al (15) + 1x Observation Al (10 units) + 1x MIT (20)
=60 units

Track 3 — Goal: Focus on Professional Experiences | Teaching
Creative Praxis = 95 units

« Core: 2x Teaching Al [1x Language course (10 units), 1x Upper-level
course in English (15 units; ideally related to creative praxis) + 1x
Observation Al (10 units) = 35 units

« Track requirements can be fulfilled through the following:
« 3xMPE =60 units
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Pathway #1

ASGS 8010 Take three times
ASGS 8015 Take three times
ASGS 8120 Take one time
Pathway #2

ASGS 8005 Take two times
ASGS 8010 Take two times
ASGS 8015 Take three times
ASGS 8120 Take one time
Pathway #3

ASGS 8005 Take one time
ASGS 8010 Take one time
ASGS 8015 Take four times
Pathway #4

ASGS 8010 Take four times
ASGS 8015 Take one time
ASGS 8120 Take two times
Pathway #5

ASGS 8005 Take two times
ASGS 8010 Take three times
ASGS 8015 Take one time
ASGS 8120 Take two times
Pathway #6

ASGS 8005 Take one time
ASGS 8010 Take two times
ASGS 8015 Take two times
ASGS 8120 Take two times
Pathway #7

ASGS 8010 Take three times
ASGS 8015 Take three times
ASGS 8020 Take one time
Pathway #8

ASGS 8005 Take two times
ASGS 8010 Take two times
ASGS 8015 Take three times

ASGS 8020

Take one time
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Pathway #9

ASGS 8005 Take one time
ASGS 8010 Take one time
ASGS 8015 Take four times
ASGS 8020 Take one time
Pathway #10

ASGS 8010 Take two times
ASGS 8015 Take one time
ASGS 8120 Take three times
Pathway #11

ASGS 8005 Take two times
ASGS 8010 Take one time
ASGS 8015 Take one time
ASGS 8120 Take three times
Pathway #12

ASGS 8005 Take one time
ASGS 8015 Take two times
ASGS 8120 Take three times

Optional Activity: Teaching
Intensive Pathway (TIP)

The TIP is an optional pathway for those students whose career
interests lie in academia or another field that would benefit from
extended teaching experiences. This immersive experience allows
students to further explore the breadth and depth of teaching best
practices and pedagogy related to their respective field. Students who
are interested in participating in this elective experience must formally
request to participate, which is subject to program approval. Due to
this experience being an elective, unpaid experience, students who
participate in the TIP will not receive compensation.

Students may apply to this track (a short statement of intent to the
Director of Graduate Studies that will be approved by the German
faculty) after completing the “core” 35 units. This TIP does not count
toward the other 60 units required for MTE.

Optional Pathway

‘ASGS 8120 Take one time
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