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African and African-
American Studies
Website: https://afas.wustl.edu/

Faculty
Chair

Shanti Parikh 
Chair of African & African-American Studies 
PhD, Yale University 
(Anthropology)

Endowed Professors

John Baugh 
Margaret Bush Wilson Professor in Arts & Sciences 
PhD, University of Pennsylvania 
(Linguistics)

Carol Camp Yeakey 
Marshall S. Snow Professor in Arts & Sciences 
PhD, Northwestern University 
(Education)

Adrienne Davis 
William M. Van Cleve Professor of Law, School of Law 
Founder and Co-Director, Law & Culture Initiative 
Professor of Organizational Behavior and Leadership, Olin Business
School

Gerald Early 
Merle Kling Professor of Modern Letters 
PhD, Cornell University 
(English)

William J. Maxwell 
Fannie Hurst Professor of American Literature 
Professor of English and African and African American Studies 
Acting Director of English Undergraduate Studies, 2023-24 
PhD, Duke University 
(English)

Dwight A. McBride 
Gerald Early Distinguished Professor 
Senior Advisor to the Chancellor

Vetta Thompson 
E. Desmond Lee Professor of Racial and Ethnic Diversity 
PhD, Duke University 
(Social Work)

Core Faculty

Marlon M. Bailey 
Professor 
PhD, University of California, Berkeley 
(African and African American Studies)

Kia Lilly Caldwell 
Professor 
PhD, University of Texas at Austin 
(African and African American Studies)

Rudolph Clay 
AFAS Subject Librarian 
MLS, University of Michigan 
(Library Science)

El Hadji Samba Amadou Diallo 
Senior Lecturer 
PhD, School of Advanced Studies in Social Sciences - Paris 
(History & Anthropology)

Jonathan Fenderson (On leave 2024-25 academic year) 
Associate Professor 
PhD, University of Massachusetts 
(African and African American Studies)

Karma Frierson (On leave Spring 2025 semester) 
Assistant Professor 
PhD, University of Chicago 
(Anthropology)

Ron Himes 
Artist-in-Residence 
Henry Hampton Jr. Distinguished Artist-in-Residence 
BA, Washington University

Zachary Manditch-Prottas (On leave Fall 2024 semester) 
Lecturer 
PhD, University of California, Berkeley 
(African and African American Studies)

Raven Maragh-Lloyd 
Assistant Professor 
PhD, University of Iowa 
(Communication Studies)

Thembelani Mbatha  
Assistant Professor 
PhD, Princeton University 
(English Literature)

Sowandeʼ Mustakeem (On leave Spring 2025 semester) 
Associate Professor 
PhD, Michigan State University 
(History)

Mungai Mutonya 
Teaching Professor 
PhD, Michigan State University 
(Linguistics)
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Bronwyn Nichols-Lodato 
Assistant Professor 
PhD, University of Chicago 
(Education; African and African American Studies)

Timothy Parsons (On leave Fall 2024 semester) 
Professor 
PhD, Johns Hopkins University 
(History)

Kelly Schmidt 
Reparative Public Historian and Lecturer, Special Collections
Management 
Research Associate, WashU & Slavery Project 
PhD, Loyola University Chicago 
(History)

Samuel Shearer (On leave Spring 2025 semester) 
Assistant Professor 
PhD, Duke University 
(Anthropology)

Wilmetta Toliver-Diallo 
Lecturer 
PhD, Stanford University 
(History)

Geoff Ward (On leave Spring 2025 semester) 
Professor 
PhD, University of Michigan 
(Sociology)

Affiliated Faculty

Iver Bernstein 
Professor 
PhD, Yale University 
(History)

J. Dillon Brown 
Associate Professor 
PhD, University of Pennsylvania 
(English)

Sheretta Butler-Barnes 
Professor 
PhD, Wayne State University 
(Social Work)

Lauren Eldridge Stewart 
Assistant Professor 
PhD, University of Chicago 
(Music)

Rowhea Elmesky 
Associate Professor 
PhD, Florida State University 
(Education)

Douglas Flowe 
Associate Professor 
PhD, University of Rochester 
(History)

Esther Viola Kurtz 
Assistant Professor 
PhD, Brown University 
(Enthnomusicology)

Seanna Leath 
Assistant Professor 
PhD, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor 
(Psychological & Brain Sciences)

José Muñoz Martin 
Senior Research Scholar

Michelle Purdy 
Associate Professor 
PhD, Emory University 
(Education)

Miguel Valerio 
Assistant Professor 
PhD, Ohio State University 
(Romance Languages and Literatures)

Rebecca Wanzo 
Professor 
PhD, Duke University 
(English)

Professors Emerita

Jean Allman 
J.H. Hexter Professor in the Humanities 
PhD, Northwestern University 
(History)

Rafia Zafar 
Professor 
PhD, Harvard University 
(English)

James Baldwin Review

Justin Joyce 
Senior Publications Editor/Managing Editor

Kyle Proehl 
Editorial Assistant

Community & Program
Coordinator

Gabrielle Weeden 
Spelman College
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